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Role of provinces to advance education for sustainable development highlighted

ISLAMABAD: Vibeke Jensen, UNESCO Representative to Pakistan has highlighted the role of
provincial governments in advancing education for sustainable development and global
citizenship.

She was addressing in a workshop organized by UNESCO and the Asia-Pacific Centre for Education
for International Understanding (APCEIU). She called upon the provincial/ area governments to
identify and integrate in curriculum and teacher training the knowledge, skills, values and
attitudes needed to shape a sustainable peaceful future for all. She also stressed that it was
important to create school environments that not only talk about ESD and Global Citizenship but
also practice it in all aspect of school life. Speaking at the national workshop, Dr. Utak Chung,
Director of APCEIU emphasized the importance of Education for Sustainable Development and
Global Citizenship Education in this interconnected world. He highlighted, "Given the
geographical and cultural diversity in Pakistan, educators and government officials have to
assume more responsibility in facilitating learners to become global citizens and for this, we need
collaborative efforts and partnerships".

The workshop was conducted in a highly participatory fashion mixing presentations, group work
and engaging games and activities helping participants not only to understand the concepts but
also to internalize them.

Education sector stakeholders made recommendations for the integration of Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) and Global Citizenship Education (GCED) in national, provincial
and area education policies in a work shop organized by UNESCO and the Asia-Pacific Centre for
Education for International Understanding (APCEIU).

Aimed at ensuring that all learners are provided with the knowledge, attitudes and skills to
promote sustainable development and global citizenship the workshop gathered representatives
from the Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training, provincial/ area education
officials, civil society and academia.

The target 4.7 of SDG-4 calls on countries to ensure that all learners are provided with the
knowledge and skills to promote sustainable development, including, among others, through
education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality,
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural
diversity and of culture's contribution to sustainable development.
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